
 
 
September 20, 2022 
 
 
TO:    Each Trustee, 
                         Board of Investments 
                         Board of Retirement 
 
SUBJECT:  Joint BOR & BOI Meeting on September 23, 2022 – Agenda item IV.A 
 
 
Following you will find supplemental information regarding the above-mentioned meeting: 
 

1. Summary of AB2449 re Teleconference Meeting Process 
(Supplemental Memo Dated September 20, 2022) 

 
 



 

 
 

 

September 20, 2022 

TO:    Each Trustee, 
  Board of Retirement 
  Board of Investments 

FROM: Steven P. Rice 
  Chief Counsel 

FOR: September 23, 2022 Joint Board of Retirement and Board of Investments 
Meeting 

SUBJECT: Summary of AB2449 re Teleconference Meeting Process  

This memo summarizes AB2449, which was signed into the law by the Governor on 
September 13, 2022, effective January 1, 2023.  A copy is attached.  This bill creates new 
rules for certain types of teleconference meetings under California Government Code 
Section 54953 of the Brown Act.  These new rules are separate from the COVID 
emergency rules under AB361 and Section 54953(e) that the Boards have been utilizing 
since September 2021 and which will remain in effect January 1, 2024 and at that time 
are repealed.  The traditional teleconference rules requiring that each teleconference 
location be identified and open to the public will also continue to be available.   

This memo provides a summary of detailed statutory language in the bill, and therefore 
there may be other material provisions that will apply in particular circumstances.  This 
information is provided as additional background for the Boards’ discussion of return to 
the boardroom for in person meetings.  

AB2449 creates three sets of new rules for teleconferencing under Section 54953, each 
of which applies for a different period of time. 

 Effective from January 1, 2023 through January 1, 2024.  Under this version of 
Section 54953(f)-(l), the following rules will apply: 

o A quorum of the legislative body must participate from the same physical 
location in the County of Los Angeles for which the meeting is 
agendized.  This location must be open to the public.  The meeting must be 
livestreamed, and there must be a two-way telephonic or audio-visual 
method of viewing and providing public comment. 

o The remaining members of the body may participate remotely, without the 
need to agendize their location or open it to the public, if either: 
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 First, the member notifies the body at the earliest opportunity, 
including at the start of the meeting, of their need to appear remotely 
for just cause, including a general description of the circumstances 
supporting the just cause.  “Just cause” is defined as (1) childcare or 
caregiving needs of certain family members or a domestic partner, 
(2) contagious illness that prevents attendance, (3) a need related to 
a physical or mental disability as defined in Government Code 
Sections 12926 and 12926.1 which is not accommodated, or  
(4) travel while on official public business of the body or another state 
or local agency.  This excuse from in person attendance cannot be 
invoked more than two meetings per calendar year; or 

 Second, the member requests the legislative body to allow them to 
participate remotely due to emergency circumstances and the body 
takes action to approve the request.  “Emergency circumstances” 
are defined as a physical or family medical emergency that prevents 
the member from attending in person.  The body must request a 
general description of the circumstances of not more than twenty 
words and without disclosing personal medical information.  The 
member making the request must make it as soon as possible.  The 
body may act on the request as an urgency item by majority vote 
under Section 54952.2(b)(4) if there is not sufficient time to place the 
request on the posted agenda.  Separate requests must be made by 
a member each time they seek to request to participate remotely.   

o These provisions may not be used as a means for any members to 
participate in teleconference meetings for a period of more than three 
consecutive months or 20% of the regular meetings of the body within a 
calendar year or more than two meetings if the body regularly meets fewer 
than ten times per calendar year. 

o The member participating remotely must state whether any other individuals 
18 years or older are present in the room at the remote location with the 
member and the general nature of the member’s relationship with any such 
individuals. 

o The body must have and implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly 
resolving request for reasonable accommodation from individuals with 
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disabilities under the ADA.  The body shall conduct meetings under this 
section consistent with applicable civil rights and nondiscrimination laws.   

o The body may offer additional teleconference or physical locations from 
which the public may observe and address the body. 

o The COVID emergency teleconference rules under Section 54953(e) will 
still be in effect concurrently with the above rules through January 1, 2024. 

 Effective from January 1, 2024 to January 1, 2026.  Under this version of 
Section 54953(f)-(i), the same rules as described above apply, except this version 
will go into effect after the COVID emergency provisions now in effect will no longer 
be in effect, having been repealed on January 1, 2024. 

 Effective from and after January 1, 2026.  Under this version of Section 54953, 
the above rules are repealed, and the Brown Act will return exclusively to the 
historical teleconference rules where teleconference locations must be agendized 
and open to the public.   

Staff will return with implementing procedures for the new law prior to its effective date.   

Attachment 

c: Santos H. Kreimann 
 Jonathan Grabel 

Luis A. Lugo 
J.J. Popowich 
Laura Guglielmo 
Barry Lew   



ATTACHMENT
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